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Subpart B—Manufacturer Certification of 
Compliance

181.5 Purpose and applicability. 
181.7 Compliance certification label re-

quired. 
181.9 Affixing labels. 
181.11 Exceptions to labeling requirement. 
181.13 Removal of labels. 
181.15 Contents of labels. 
181.17 Label numbers and letters. 
181.19 Construction of labels.

Subpart C—Identification of Boats

181.21 Purpose, applicability and effective 
dates. 

181.23 Hull identification numbers required. 
181.25 Hull identification number format. 
181.27 Information displayed near hull iden-

tification number. 
181.29 Hull identification number display. 
181.31 Manufacturer identification code as-

signment. 
181.33 Conditions for use of manufacturer 

identification codes. 
181.35 Removal of numbers.

Subparts D–F [Reserved]

Subpart G—Instruction Pamphlet for 
Personal Flotation Devices

181.701 Applicability. 
181.702 Information pamphlet: requirement 

to furnish. 
181.703 Information pamphlet: Contents. 
181.704 Contents of information pamphlet: 

Recreational hybrid PFD. 
181.705 Contents of information pamphlet: 

Recreational inflatable PFD.

AUTHORITY: 46 U.S.C. 4302 and 4310; Pub.L 
103–206, 107 Stat. 2439; 49 CFR 1.46.

SOURCE: CGD 72–60, 37 FR 15779, Aug. 4, 
1972, unless otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General

§ 181.1 Purpose and applicability. 
This part prescribes requirements for 

the certification of boats and associ-
ated equipment and identification of 
boats to which 46 U.S.C. Chapter 43 ap-
plies. 

[CGD 85–002, 51 FR 37573, Oct. 23, 1986]

§ 181.3 Definitions. 
As used in this part: 
Associated equipment means: 
(1) Any system, part, or component 

of a boat as originally manufactured or 
any similar part or component manu-
factured or sold for replacement, re-

pair, or improvement of such system, 
part, or component; 

(2) Any accessory or equipment for, 
or appurtenance to, a boat; and 

(3) Any marine safety article, acces-
sory, or equipment intended for use by 
a person on board a boat; but 

(4) Excluding radio equipment. 
Boat means any vessel— 
(1) Manufactured or used primarily 

for noncommercial use; 
(2) Leased, rented, or chartered to an-

other for the latter’s noncommercial 
use; or 

(3) Operated as an uninspected pas-
senger vessel subject to the require-
ments of 46 CFR chapter I, subchapter 
C. 

Date of certification means the date on 
which a boat or item of associated 
equipment is certified to comply with 
all applicable U.S. Coast Guard safety 
standards in effect on that date. 

Date of manufacture means the month 
and year during which construction or 
assembly of a boat or item of associ-
ated equipment begins. 

Manufacturer means any person en-
gaged in: 

(1) The manufacture, construction, or 
assembly of boats or associated equip-
ment; or 

(2) The importation into the United 
States for sale of boats, associated 
equipment, or components thereof. 

Model year means the period begin-
ning August 1 of any year and ending 
on July 31 of the following year. Each 
model year is designated by the year in 
which it ends. 

Private label merchandiser means any 
person engaged in the business of sell-
ing and distributing, under his own 
trade name, boats, or items of associ-
ated equipment manufactured by an-
other. 

[CGD 96–026, 61 FR 33669, June 28, 1996; 61 FR 
36786, July 12, 1996, as amended by USCG–
1999;–5040, May 15, 2002]

§ 181.4 Incorporation by reference. 
(a) Certain materials are incor-

porated by reference into this part 
with the approval of the Director of the 
Federal Register in accordance with 5 
U.S.C. 552(a). To enforce any edition 
other than the one listed in paragraph 
(b) of this section, notice of change
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